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NYASALAND 


Military force useless 


—SCOTT 


ration 1 erss and Mrs. Eirene White, MP. 


THE BOMB OVER THE WORLD 
Wanted in Sweden-— 
An argument for 
H-bombs 


The following international round-up of the campaign 
against nuclear war contains reports from Sweden, America, 
Germany, Holland and Japan. The round-up opens with an 


account from our Swedish correspondent. 


MOST politicians in Britain object to any extension 

of the “atomic club” and would regard it as 
something very dangerous if smaller countries should 
start manufacturing atomic bombs and adding them to 
their armouries, especially as those countries are not 
covered by any agreements about previous consulta- 
tion before use such as exist between Britain and the 


USA. 


This danger is already very real. The 
Swedish General Staff, supported by a large 
section of the Press and a great many 
Members of Parliament, have demanded 
that Sweden should get atomic bombs of 
her own. The question has—contrary to 
expectations—not come before Parliament 
this year. The military estimates, presented 
in January, did not contain any requests 
for such grants. 


But the demand remains and is widely 
discussed, 

That the whole question was put off is 
largely due to the expectation of the results 
of the Geneva Conference, but to a large 
extent also to the efforts of the “ Action 
Group Against Swedish Atomic Bombs,” a 
movement which is already an important 
factor in the country. 


Generals v. pacifists 


The group was founded last summer and, 
having a former Archbishop as one of its 
leading members, has already arranged large 
meetings all over the country. 

These meetings have mostly taken the 
form of public debates between pacifists and 
military people. (There is, in Sweden, no 
law against military people taking active 
Part in politics.) 

Members of the General Staff have advo- 
cated their demand for atomic bombs, with 
well-known pacifists as opponents. Students 
associations, trade unions, and several 
societies, such as the Workers Educational 
Association, UN Associations, have taken 
the initiative in organising such meetings 
and invited both pacifists and military 
experts, 

Generally, the pacifists have had a great 
response. It is typical that a Gothenburg 
newspaper should comment after such a 
debate : “It is the duty of the Government 
to see to it that the pacifists are not alone 
on the platform.” Or that the chairman of 
a Conservative Students Association summed 
up a discussion meeting with the words : 
“It seems to me that the pacifist speaker 
has given good arguments. Every bit fits as 
in a jig-saw puzzle. But there must be 
something wrong. There ought to be some 
argument for a Swedish atomic bomb ? ” 
The military had not been able to supply it. 

Of still greater importance is the face 
that while the Minister of Defence took 
part in one debate as the opponent of a 
pacifist, he showed very little interest in 
the demands of the General Staff. 
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In a statement that was issued on Tuesday, the Africa 
Bureau, who are organising the meeting, says’: 


The situation in Nyasaland calls for immediate action, but it cannot 


state of tranquility. 


be settled by the use of military force. What is required is a realistic 
and enlightened political settlement. 

No Government can tolerate lawlessness and disorder, but the draft- 
ing of troops from other Federal territories is not likely to create a 
On the contrary it is more likely to feed the 


suspicion and fears that underlie the present disturbances. 
The decision of the Federal Prime Minister, Sir Roy Welensky, to 
call up the European reservists in Southern Rhodesia has already been 


lead to further trouble. 


criticised in his own country. The decision of the Prime Minister of 
Southern Rhodesia, Sir Edgar Whitehead, to ban all the African Con- 
gresses and to arrest their leaders is a panic action which can only 


Does Sir Roy want a showdown ? 


Federation. 


The K and Mac 
Communique 


African leaders fear that Sir Roy's action suggests a desire on his 
part to cause a ‘‘showdown” with the African nationalists. This 
suspicion will be strengthened by the Southern Rhodesian action. 


There can be no dispute about the fundamental cause of the present 
difficulties. Nyasaland has always been an unwilling member of the 
The hope that the economic advantages of Federation 
would greatly diminish their antipathy to it has not been well founded. 


For the past six months the anticipated 
new territorial constitution for Nyasaland 
has been held in abeyance. This delay, 
coupled with the unsatisfactory territorial 
constitution recently imposed on Northern 
Rhodesia, has increased tension. 


To all these contributory factors must be 
added the fear of what British Government 
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“ENTHUSIASTIC SUPPORT’ 
FOR ALDERMASTON 


HE Friends Peace Committee (Quakers) has promised “ enthusiastic sup- 
port” for the March from Aldermaston which is to take place at Easter. 


““We have a representative on the Work- 
ing Party which is making detailed arrange- 
ments,” Eric Tucker, Committee Secretary 
has told British Quakers. 


“We are having a special poster printed 
which will be suitable for the March, for 
other demonstrations, or for display on 
Meeting House notice boards.” It will bear 
the words “ Quakers say ‘No° to all war.” 


Copies will be available price 9d., or 
1!d. post free. 

The Peace Committee hope that Quakers 
on the route of the March will be able to 
make arrangements for a Meeting for 
Worship at the beginning or end of each 


day. 


To political power centre 


Canon L, John Collins, Chairman of the 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament which 
is organising this year’s March, writes : 

“At Easter, 1958, the Aldermaston 
March marked the beginning of a series of 
demonstrations, when for the first time 
nuclear disarmament was forced on_ the 
country as a national problem; the country 
was made aware of the deadly work being 
done at Aldermaston and that there was a 
large campaign against the policy of a 
nuclear deterrent. 


“This year the March is again taking 
place, although it is now from Aldermaston 
to London. It has been reversed so that 
we will be marching to the centre of poli- 
tical power. The opportunity for coming 
out with a really powerful statement on 
the madness of the “great deterrent” has 
never been better. The March will be 
taking place within an election year. It 


therefore offers the chance for hundreds of 
us, who otherwise feel impotent in affect- 
ing in any way the decisions of the poli- 
tical parties to show our strongest support 
for nuclear disarmament. The future is 
ours to try and shape. This year’s March 
must show the politicians that we are more 
determined than ever to take Britain out of 
the nuclear arms race. 


“For the start of the first day coaches 
are being hired to take marchers from 
different points in central London to Alder- 
maston. It is most urgent that we know 
the number of coaches that will be needed 
so as to give us ample time to book them. 
Please help the organisation of the March 
by sending 10s. to cover publicity costs and 
the fare to the Campaign, 143 Fleet Street, 
London, E.C.4. All enquiries should be 


sent to this address.” 


The rapidly growing Youth Campaign 
for Nuclear Disarmament (53 members 
gained in Reading, Berks., in three weeks) 
is hoping to organise a strong contingent 
on the march. Schoolboys and students 
wishing to join should contact Giles Taylor 
at 143 Fleet Street, E.C.4, 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Anti-anti-missile bombs 


NEW propelled stand-off bombs for 

British V-bombers will have buiit-in 

guidance systems and be able to zigzag 
to avoid interception. 


Thor missile bases in Britain are expected 
to have cost about £2,500,000 for con- 
struction and equipping up to the end of 
this financial year. 


AND HUDDLESTON 


A “ MEETING FOR ACTION ” on the Central African situation is to take 
place in London, on Monday next, March 9, at 7.30 p.m. The speakers will 
include Father Trevor Huddleston, Lord Hemingford, Mr. Jo Grimond, MP, 


e 
Dr. Banda’s denial 
Dr. H. K. Banda, Nyasaland African 
National Congress leader, arrested on 
Tuesday, gave the following information 


to a Peace News correspondent on 
February 24: 


& OUTHERN RHODESIAN and Federal 
Armed Forces are in Nyasaland, The 
excuse is the supposed disturbances in 
the Northern Province, particularly at 
Karonga, The truth is that Federal and 
Southern Rhodesian troops are here on 
pressure from Welensky and Whitehead. 
Journalists . . . admitted this when I 
gave them copies of the Protest I have 
lodged with the Governor of Nyasaland. 


The whole thing is an attempt on the part 
of Welensky and his followers in the 
Rhodesias and Nyasaland to suppress our 
legitimate political activities. Nowhere 
in Nyasaland has law and order been so 
broken down as to require troops from 
outside, Unfortunately for the relation- 
ship between the races, this will not help 
matters here, 


Since last Friday (Feb. 20) my house is 
guarded day and night by Congress 
volunteers. And even my surgery, which 
is some two miles or so away, is guarded 
when I am working. The people think 
I am to be arrested scon and they want 
to be present when this happens. 


What I would like you to know is that we 
have killed not a single European, There 
is no necessity for any outside troops in 
Nyasaland, at present. The presence of 
outside troops will not ease but worsen 
the political tension here, The people 
are determined to get out of the Federa- 
tion and to have a state of their own, 


This confirms 
African fears 


The Rev. Michael Scott, director of the 
Africa’ Bureau, issued the following 
statement on Tuesday : 


TIYHE Africa Bureau deplores the action 
of the Southern Rhodesian Government 
in detaining Mr. Guy Clutton-Brock, 2 
well-known advocate of non-violence, 


and Mr. John Mutasa of St. Faith's 
Farm. The action of that Government 
in declaring an emergency and arresting 
without charge or immediate prospect of 
trial, hundreds of members of the Afri- 
ean National Congress on account of 
happenings in Nyasaland, is a_ panic 
measure which must have grave conse- 
quences, Such dictatorial action is un- 
precedented and it only confirms the 
allegation, made frequently by Africans 
in Central Africa, that Government 
policy there is one of unashamed white 
domination. 


CENTRAL AFRICA’S CRISIS 
Fr. Trevor Huddleston C.R. 


Ralph Ibbott 
(of St. Faith’s $. Rhodesia) 


Dr. Chidzero 
Lord Hemingford 
will speak 


Monday March 9 at 7.30 p.m. 
Caxton Hall, London, S.W.I. 


(Africa Bureau TAT 0701) 
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TORQUAY VEGETARIAN GUEST HOUSE 
Ideal situation within easy reach of sea, station 
and shops. Highly recommended. Just the place 
for your Spring holiday. Write for brochure! 
Mr. & Mrs. E. S. White, Nutcombe, Rowdens, 


Torquay. Tel. 3141. 


POSS 
For Comfort and Individual Attentio 
GUEST HOUSE PAX 
Alfred and Malie Roth 
, 17 Melville Road, Hove 2, Sussex 
a Near Station and Seafrone. H & C in all rooms. 
Central Heating. Vegetarians and diets cacered 
for. Reduced terms for readers of ‘' PN": 


Discount for ‘* PN” 
; Book Early Enquiries Invited Tel.: Heve 76945 


ILFRACOMBE 


A welcome awaits you at 


FAIRWYNDS VEGETARIAN GUEST HOUSE 
Why not take an early holiday and enjoy 
the delights of DEVON in the spring. 
Mr. & Mrs. F. C. Burton, Wilder Rd. 
Tel.: 85. V.C.A. Member 


BUILD YOUR FUTURE 
Wisely e Safely 


Let Your Money Earn 

O 

Interest accrues from date of 
investment 


FREE OF 
INCOME TAX 


“ Guide for Investors”? sent 
on request 


ST. PANCRAS 
BUILDING SOCIETY 


For Social Saving 


Total assets exceed £2,250,000 


200, Finchley Road, London, N.W.3 
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PEACE NEWS STANDARD RATES | 
3 Blackstock Rd.. London, N.4 
Great Britain and Abroad (Sea Mail) 
Three months 8s.; six months 16s.; one year 30s. 
AIRMAIL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
N. Africa and Middle East 
Three months 8s. 8d.; six months 17s. 4d.; 
one year 34s. i. 
India, South, East and West Africa 
America and South-East Asia 
Three months 9s. 9d.; six months 19s. 6d.; 
one year 38s. 
Australia and Far East 
Three months 10s. 10d.; six months 21s. 8d.: 
‘ one year 42s. 
Air Express Edition 
to US and all parts of America, from our US 
Sales Office. c/o American Friends Service Com- 
mittee, 20 South Twelfth St., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
d $5 year, $1 three months’ trial. 
ac ES 


ALL SET FOR WAR 


J. Allen Skinner reviews 
The Causes of World War Three, by C. Wright Mills, Secker and Warburg, 15s. 
FATE, at one time held to be something apart from the will of men. with 
“God as the Totalitarian Planner,” has become in the process of man’s 
social and industrial development the name given to the consequences of the 
multitude of sectional and unco-ordinated decisions taken by men in their effect 
on the total political drive, which became thus the inescapable aspect of man’s 


affairs. 

The great drive towards the centralisa- 
tion of controls in the present era, however 
—destructive as it may be of effective demo- 
cratic freedom—-has changed this situation 
in that the power of effective decision is 
now in the hands of very few men, and at 
a time when the total political drive ts 
towards the universal destruction of man- 
kind it has come about also that the fate of 
man has become controllable by men. 

This is a main thesis of “ The Causes of 
World War Three,” by C. Wright Mills. 
The book is particularly addressed to intel- 
lectuals, but it would be well if it could 
be studied-——and “ studied * and not “ read ~ 
is the word—by ali who are concerned with 
political issues, 

In an opening paragraph, having re- 
marked that the drift and the thrust toward 
World War III is a defining characteristic 
of our epoch, the author remarks : 

“ Politicians and journalists, intellectuals 
and generals, businessmen and preachers 
now fight this war--and busily create the 
historical situation in which it is viewed 


Murry’s quest 
for values 


John Middleton Murry, by Philip Mairet. 
Published for the British Council by Long- 
mans, Green & Co., 2s. 6d. Writers and 
their Work, No. 102. 


AS a literary critic in his “twenties, a 

religious thinker in his “thirties, a 
socialist in his “forties and a pacifist in 
his ‘fifties, Middleton Murry won at 
least four reputations, of which the 
last was the widest. 

His broadcasts during the winter of 1939- 
40, “Europe in Travail,” were immensely 
popular; his war-time bocks, ‘‘ The Betrayal 
of Christ by the Churches,” “‘ Christocracy,” 
“Adam and Eve,” sold more extensively 
than any of his others; whilst under his 
editorship (not, as Mr, Mairet states, “for 
a time, after the last war,” but from 1940-6) 
Peace News, with a circulation of 20,000, 
was read with evident attention far beyond 
pacifist circles. If some—unhappily not all 
—his gloomier prognostications were falsi- 
fied by the event, the shrewd, vigorous 
humane political commentary he contributed 
to these pages week by week for seven years 
may itself have been partly responsible. 

Contrary to an announcement on the 
cover, this booklet considers only the first 
of Murry’s reputations. Mr. Mairet, how- 
ever, is probably right in saying that “ the 
portion of John Middleton Murry’s work 
which is itself of the most literary value and 
is the most likely to appeal to posterity is 
his literary criticism.” For Murry’s religious 
and social preaccupations never wholly 
diverted him from literature: indeed, the 
historical research they promoted vastly en- 
tiched his later studies, especially of Shake- 
speare (as Mr. Mairet points out), but also 
of Blake, Swift and the writers examined in 
Heaven—and Earth. It was high time these 
studies commanded the attention due to 
them. 

“ Murry’s works are among those which 
most intimately reflect the moral and in- 
tellectual disarray of a period of preci- 
pitous change: and his work as a whole 
is strongly motivated by an urge to re- 
discover the meaning of life through 
literature.” 

That is the salient fact, His approach to 
literature was governed from the first by a 
quest for values to live by—that is, by the 
same quest which prompted his social specu- 
lations and experiments, including the com- 
munity experiments that issued in his final 
avatar as a farmer. Thanks to his firm grasp 
of this, Mr. Mairet has produced much the 
finest, most sympathetic and discriminating 
appraisal of Murry’s work as a critic to 
date. Let us hope it will be widely read, and 
that a second edition will soon be called 
for, with an accurate bibliography — 
F. A, UL. 


as inevitable. For them ‘necessity * and 

‘realism’ have becume ways to hide 

their own lack of moral and_ political 

imagination.” 

As I write, the debate on the British Gov- 
ernment’s White Paper on its preparation 


BOOKS 


for World War III is in progress, and one 
only has to follow this to realise the extent 
to which, what the author elsewhere speaks 
of as “crackpot realism,’ dominates both 
the Parties, and how any sign of moral and 
political imagination is lacking even in the 
Labour Party, where one might expect to 
look for a slight glimmer of it, 


Professor Mills, writing as an American, 
is conscious of an uspect of the tendency 
to centralisation to which we in Britain are 
inclined to blind ourselves. The trend 
towards the centralisation of powers is not 
confined to the internal relations within 
nations, but also applies in the _ inter- 
national field, with the consequence that the 
control of the world policies of the powers 
is polarised in the hands of the US “ elite ~ 
on the one hand and that of the USSR on 
the other. 


The book is therefore addressed to the 
intellectual classes of the US, but the British 
reader will be able to trace the same kind 
of developments in British affairs, and 
although the specific morals to be drawn 
must be given rather different applications, 
the general contention holds for Britain as 
well as for the US. 


Although the decisions that will decide 
the destiny of humanity and threaten to 
bring that destiny to a miserable and shabby 
conclusion in World War III are in the 
hands of very few men, these think in terms 
of an obsolete conception of realism, which 
frequently chimes with their immediate in- 
terests, but disregards the major facts that 
will govern the future. 


The concluding part of the book seeks to 
set out a practical programme by means of 
which the intellectuals should bring their 
influence to bear on the controlling “ elites.” 
It amounts, however, to little more than an 
exhortation to them on schematic lines to 
be true to the traditional ethos governing 
cultural development and scientific progress. 
The great value of the book lies in its set- 
ting out the main facts of the military, in- 
dustrial and political controls of today and 
the way they are operating, and in getting 
these facts understood. 


Professor Mills sets out these facts in the 
severest outline, and it is for this reason 
that I have urged that the book should be 
studied rather than merely read. Many 
aspects of the author's thesis could be filled 
out with material that Peace News has pre- 
sented to its readers from time to time. 
There is one aspect upon which I am glad 
to see that Professor Mills places special 
emphasis. This is the fact that the US 
economy is geared to and is dependent upon 
a policy of massive military preparation and 
that this is a powerful factor that militates 
against a genuine US will to peace. 


He urges that there should be a Govern- 
ment policy that faces this fact and pro- 
vides for it in the proposals and programme 
it puts before the world 


FootNotE: Professor C. Wright Mills will 
be giving a series of three talks on the BBC 
Third Programme concerning The Collapse 
of Reason and Freedom. On Friday, March 
6, he will discuss The Fourth Epoch at 9.45 
p.m.; on Friday, March 13, The Cultural 
Apparatus at 9.45 p.m.; and on Monday, 
March 16, The Decline of the Left at 9.40 


p.m. 


LAURENCE 
HOUSMAN: 
A MEMORY 


By Vera Brittain 


{ HAVE just read in a Canadian 
Sunday newspaper of Laurence 
Housman’s death. Though _ this 
tribute will appear long after the 
many others that will be paid him, 
I must make it because | can think 
of few writers whose influence on 
my life began so early and lasted 
so long. - 


As a schoolgirl I picked up—quite by 
chance, for I had never heard of him— 
Laurence’s remarkable novel “ The Sheep- 
fold.” This book tells the story of a 15- 
year-old country girl seduced by a boy 
only a little older when neither under- 
stood the possible consequences. Brought 
up in a conventional provincial house- 
hold, I realised for the first time that the 
censorious attitude towards unmarried 
mothers to which I was accustomed could 
be transformed into compassion by love 
and understanding. 


This compassion illuminated all Laurence’s 
writings. In his world-famous series of 
plays. “ Victoria Regina,” it even made 
a human, atlection-worthy figure of 
Queen Victoria. From more sympathetic 
material, it brought St. Francis of Assisi 
to our side as a living example of 
humility and pity. And it was, of course, 
the basis of his pacifism, so deeply rooted 
in his compunction for all mankind. 


How shall we love Thee, holy hidden 
being 


if we love not the world which Thou hast 
made ? 


..he wrote in a well-known hymn often 
quoted at Christmas. 


Coronation Honour 


At the time of the Coronation a small 
group of writers and others tried to 
obtain for Laurence some recognition for 
his years of work, and for his influence, 
seldom publicised but none the less real, 
on the minds of his many readers. A 
Coronation Honour based on his success 
in humanising Queen Victoria would have 


given him a genuine and harmless 
pleasure: his interest in the idea was 
probably rooted in a lifelong family 


rivalry with his brother the poet. 


That we failed to get him even an OBE 
was not the fault of the literary world. 
The Poet-Laureate gave our effort his 
support; so did Compton Mackenzie and 
even the late Lord Norwich (Duff 
Cooper), who wrote in a Voltaire-like 
spirit that he did not agree with a word 
Laurence wrote but thought that his in- 
dustry deserved recognition. Other sup- 
porters included Lord Pethick-Lawrence, 
who did all that an influential political 
could, David Carver, the international 
Secretary of the PEN, and Sybil Thorn- 
dike. 


Rebel passien 


Though Laurence had reliably learned that 
the Queen Mother and the late King 
George VI liked “Victoria Regina,” he 
attributed our failure to a doubt cast in 

‘one of these plays on the legitimacy of 
the Prince Consort. But some of us knew 
better. The Establishment which, as 
Emrys Hughes recorded in Peace News 
for February 20 turned George Lansbury 
out of active politics, did not intend to 
reward a pacifist writer whatever his 
merits. 


Laurence’s memory and reputation are, of 
course, safer than those of some “ names” 
which have received the OM. In spite of 
the efforts that we made, I personally like 
better to think of him without a routine 
CBE or CH. In his life, and pow after 
his death, he is immortal because his 
work embodied that “rebel passion” of 
pity which, as Gilbert Murray wrote in 
the Introduction to The Trojan Women, 
stands “against the organised forces of 
society, against conventional sanctions and 
accepted gods. It is the Kingdom of 
Heaven within us fighting against the 
brute powers of the world.” 
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Help it expire 

ry | UNE 30, 1959, is the day that the 
United States Government’s power 

to conscript men into the armed forces 

will expire—unless that power Is re- 

newed by Congress. 

Until this date everything is set for a full- 
scale campaign to put an end to the draft 
in America. And it looks as if the Esen- 
hower Administration plans to ask for a 
simple extension of the expiring draft act, 
without changes, “in an effort to avoid a 
free-for-all Congressional battle over mili- 
tary manpower policies.” 

The campaign is being pushed on a very 
wide front for a great variety of reasons, 
with Churches, Army top brass and all join- 
ing voices on Capitol Hill for a change in 
the Universal Military Training and Service 
Act. 

In this connection a report in the Des 
Moines Tribune of December 4 made inter- 
esting reading. A poll taken by Youth Re- 
search Institute among teen-agers revealed 
that an overwhelming majority thought that 
the draft should be ended—74 per cent of 
the boys and 62 per cent of the girls (are 
the latter more belligerent ?). In a previous 
survey in pre-Sputnik days, 51 per cent of 
the teen-agers queried were against the 
draft, The later poll also revealed that the 
main reason given for discontinuance was 
the nature of the new weapons, 


In Britain it looks as if the future of 
conscription is even more uncertain. De- 
fence Minister Duncan Sandys has staked 
his reputation on mustering enough men for 
regular volunteer forces so that the call-up 
can be abolished in 1962. It’s still very un- 
certain whether he'll succeed, and many 
Top People close to the Establishment don't 
share his optimism. 

Meanwhile, what happens if conscription 
is ended by any of the Powers? (In Russia 
military training is compulsory for all 
except University students.) I am left won- 


Past, present and future 


S a token of very real 

gratitude to the donor 
and as an example and 
encouragement to others, I 
am glad to be able to 
begin this week’s appeal 
for the Peace Pledge Union 
Headquarters Fund with 
the announcement of a 
gift of £100 from a 
member of many year’s standing who has 
always been most Joyal and helpful to the 
PPU. 

This gift with another of £10, sent as a 
token of appreciation for the letter recently 
sent to the Prime Minister about British 
policy over Berlin, brings the total of the 
PPU Headquarters Fund up to £216, 

It is specially helpful to have money 
coming in during the earlier part of the year 
when income tends to be below the average, 
though expenses run consistently during the 
whole year. 

Two hundred and sixteen pounds is about 
the right proportion of the year’s total for 
two months, so I hope that others will not 
think that the gifts we have reccived relieve 
them of the need and responsibility of rais- 
ing the equivalent in March and every other 
moath., 

A week ago I was at Street when the 
body of Laurence Housman was lowered 
into a grave in the garden of the Friends 
Meeting House there. Although younger 
members of the PPU have not had the 
opportunity of knowing him personally they 
will share with older members an aware- 
ness of the many ways in which he helped 
the PPU and served the cause of pacifism. 
I am confident that he would be glad if the 
PPU Headquarters benefitted by any gifts in 
his memory and in gratitude for his life 
here, 

STUART MORRIS General Secretary. 


Total received te date : £216. 
Our aim for the year: £1,250. 


Donations to the Peace Pledge Union, 
which are used for the work of the PPU, 
should be sent marked “ Headquarters 
Fund,” to the PPU Treasurer at Dick Shep- 
pard House, Endsleigh St, London, W.C.1. 


a 


dering if it won't put an even heavier 
demand upon war-resisters to find new 
methods of acting. And won’t it embarrass 
the particular Government a little also? I 
always thought that compulsory military 
training was one of the State's best methods 
of obtaining a docile and conformist 
younger generation. 


‘Horizons unlimited’ 


R. MARTIN NIEMOELLER is 

to conduct 2 group of Americans 
on a tour of six countries of Europe, plus 
Russia, on a_holiday-tour-cum-conference. 
Those going on this six-week trip organ- 
ised by “Horizons Unlimited” (483 W. 
State Street, Trenton 8, New Jersey), in 
addition to having adequate time for sight- 
seeing, will meet high-level governmental, 
religious, educational and other Jeaders with 
the object of ‘earning what are the real 
issues for peace, 

Other tours being organised by “ Hori- 
zons ” include a conference tour of Russia 
for teachers, writers, social workers and 
clergymen, who already have a thorough 
knowledge of Western Europe. 

Another tour will go to Israel, 


Yet another will be Jed by Dr. Kath- 
arine Whiteside Taylor, Supervisor Balti- 
more Public Schools, and well-known 
lecturer and writer on education. Their 
four-week trip will take them through Scan- 
dinavia and into Russia. 

Another trip to Scandinavia to discover 
the cultural treasures of Denmark, Sweden 
and Norway, includes a stay at the Inter- 
national People’s College at Elsinore. 

“Horizons Unlimited,” which works on 
a non-profit basis, has an Advisory Council 
which includes the Editors of Liberation, 
the American pacifist monthly, and Peace 
News, representatives of the Historic Peace 
Churches (Quakers, Brethren), as well as 
other denominations, also Ray Newton, Exe- 
cutive Secretary of Farmers and World 
Affairs. 

Financial and legal control is vested in 
a small Board of Trustees. 


Racist relations 


BASIL DELAINE, who has been 

sending us reports from the Cen- 

tral African Federation that make Govern- 

ment spokesmen in London look worse than 

foolish, is now established in Johannesburg, 

focal point of resistance to the South 
African Government. 

He tells me that in Cape Province head 
teachers, determined to keep white schools 
white, are continuing their “ inquisition ”: 
the slightest sign of crinkly hair or coloured 
blood in this humiliation means dismissal. 

Possession of white identity cards by both 
parents is not necessarily proof that a child 
is of 100 per cent white extraction, so the 
“Star Chamber”? examinations continue. 
One 13-year-old boy was called out from 
his class to the headmaster’s study where 
his eyes, hair and skin were examined. The 
boy and his parents were told: ‘“ There are 
signs of coloured blood. Please leave the 
school.” 


The Star, a national evening newspaper, 
reports: “Some principals say they have 
one or two cases a year, others have half- 
a-dozen a year, and one headmaster said he 
had turned away more than 20 ‘suspects’ 
already this year.” 


Towards a new international 


JFRIENDS in Hamburg tell me that 

they have received from England 

copies of the films of the December rocket 

base protests near Swaffham, which they 
found “ very impressive.” 

Two of the most active German war- 
resisters, Helga Stolle and Hans-Konrad 
Tempel, are preparing a written introduc- 
tion and a translation of the commentary, 
after which the films will be available to 
all German groups. They themselves are 
speaking in Hamburg this month at a 
special meeting they have called concerning 
the Swaffham actions. 

This sort of international exchange is very 
encouraging and instructive. When last 
week I saw “March to Aldermaston” in 


London I came out hoping that groups 
abroad would also manage to get copies of 
this film, which is so much more than a 
record of an event. It achieves in an even- 
ing more than most Campaigners can in a 
year. 

Contemporary Films Ltd. (14 Soho 
Square, London, W.1) have 16 mm copies 
available. In Britain these can be hired for 
£2: 


A prophet’s voice 

tid did not move a muscle when I 
first heard that an atom bomb had 
wiped out Hiroshima. On the contrary, I 
said to myself, ‘Unless now the world 
adopts non-violence, it will spell certain 
suicide for mankind.’ ”’—Mahatma Gandhi. 


Story and challenge 


a AMES AVERY JOYCE has con- 

tributed a number of articles to 

Peace News on various aspects of United 
Nations activity. 

Now he has written a book on the Inter- 
national Red Cross, which Hodder & 
Stoughton will be publishing to coincide 
with the centenary this year of the Battle 
of Solferino, 

This was one of the many bloody battles 
of the mid-nineteenth century, which stirred 
the conscience of such people as Dunant, 
the pacifist founder of the Red Cross, and 
Bertha von Suttner, the author of the novel 
“Lay down your arms,” which inspired 
peace activities in the 70 countries in which 
translated copies were made available. 

Joyces’s book does more than tell the 
dramatic story of the Red Cross, however. 
It throws out a challenge to existing atti- 
tudes in international relations and makes 
a distinctive contribution to the relaxation 
of present tensions, 

In the United States the book is to be 
published by Oceana Publication, Inc., 80 
Fourth Avenue, Now York, N.Y. 


Heartwarming for us too 


“TP HIS method cannot fail.” 

Haven't I heard that some- 

where before? the cynic in me asked as I 
scanned the cold print. f 

The “ method ” in question, however, was 
highly individual. ‘When the door is 
opened we say ‘Good evening, will you 
buy a copy of Peace News, it’s non-party 
and it stands for world peace.’ ” 

In these words two of our most loyal 
readers describe the method. For several 
years Mr, and Mrs, Townend have been sell- 
ing our paper from door to door. Between 
them they sell over 1,000 (I repeat one 
thousand) copies every year. This prodigi- 
ous number represents about two dozen 
copies a week—which brings us down to 
earth and demonstrates the value of patient 
regular service. 

What have Mr. and Mrs. Townend to say 
of their experience? “We can sincerely 
say,’ they affirm, “that it is interesting, 
often very rewarding and heartwarming.” 
Does anyone who sees the daily papers and 
knows what's happening feel a slight twinge 
of conscience ? Those who do are already 
coming forward as volunteers for a big 
PN sales drive on the Easter Aldermaston 
March. If enough people help in this way 
I hope to offer a prize to anyone who on 
the fourth day of the March can find a 
Marcher who has not read Peace News. 

Volunteer Marcher  salesmen/women 
please drop me a postcard. 


Clang! 


A WHITE gentleman in Southern 

* Rhodesia is getting worried. “In 
all parts of Africa,” he explains, “ the Euro- 
peans are being driven out and countries 
handed over to a handful of Black 
agitators.” 

This just won’t do! And since this gent. 
means business, he’s forming a European 
National Congress, aiming to unite Euro- 
peans throughout Africa. 

His name? Mr, Blackman. 


—Phyz 
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They’ve seen PN... 


. and they like it. Readers have 


been’ showing Peace News to their 
friends. The result : a steady increase in 
the flow of new subscribers, 

“I have only just been introduced to 
Peace News and am very much im- 
pressed,” writes a new reader in Dorset. 


He in turn sends us the address of two 
people who will be interested in the 
paper. 

Is this something you can be doing ? 
Or can you help us by selling Peace 
News at meetings, or from door-to-door. 

Remember, every new reader is a gain 
for the forces of peace. Use the coupon 
below: 


To PEACE NEWS, 3 BLACKSTOCK ROAD, 
LONDON, N.4. 


%* I want to campaign for peace. Send me............ 
dozen PEACE NEWS this/next/every week at 3s. a 
doz., post free, and on a monthly account. 


Please send trial subscriptions to my friends (list 
attached) at 2s. 6d. for eight weeks, post free. 


DAME Wie cae vcd anu cantar asta o ene sTR  OE 
ADDRESS 


Briefly 


The Council of Bishops of the Methodist 
Church in the USA have declared that 


conscription “seems to be unnecessary as 
well as ineffective.” This view has been 
communicated to every Congressman by 
the General Secretary of the Church’s 
World Peace Board. 

A monument to Leo Tolstoy is to be erected 
in a Moscow square off Tolstoy Street 
where Tolstoy lived in the 1880s and 
1890s. The house is now a museum. The 
Moscow Radio news report made no men- 
tion of Tolstoy's pacifist views. 

Secret negotiations between Britain and 
France for the exchange of information 
on nuclear weapons continue to be re- 
ported in West German newspapers. The 
British Foreign Office on Monday denied 
any such exchanges, 

Corporal punishment for young offenders 
convicted of crimes of violence in Britain 
was advocated from the pulpit last Sun- 
day by the Rector of Much Birch, Here- 
fordshire. 

In a statement on germ warfare research, 
the Common Wealth Party ask the British 
Government to make public “the extent 
and implications of these techniques of 
genocide and to consider the nature of 
public reaction and respond accordingly.” 

No complaints have ever been received that 
the Egyptians are unable to operate the 
Suez Canal, the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs admitted to Mr. Ian 
Mikardo, MP, last week, ~ 


Quote 


If we are to have the H-bomb as a deterrent 
in this country, we have also got to be 
prepared for defence against the H-bomb. 
—Colonel Sir Malcolm Stoddart-Scott, 
MP, House of Commons, February, 18, 
1959. 


WAR ON WANT 
CAMPAIGN AGAINST WORLD POVERTY 
WHY NOT START A LOCAL GROUP IN 
YOUR TOWN, OFFICE, FACTORY,COLLEGE 


The Central Council for War on Want exists 
to help you form such a group 

Write to: Frank MHarcourt-Munning, Hon. 

Director, Central Council for War on Want, 
9 Madeley Road, Ealing, W.5 


PPU RELIGION COMMISSION 
Pacifist Universalist Service 
3.30 p.m., SUNDAY, March 8 
FRIENDS INTERNATIONAL CENTRE 
32 Tavistock Square, Euston 


Discourse by Edith Adlam 
“Christ's Way of Life for Today” 


TOLDAS GROUP 


unilateral disarma- 


THE 


stands for total 
ment and constructive peace-making. 


Write for further information to 
Alan Litherland, 16 Harlech Rd, 
Liverpool 23. 


“ T renounce war and I will never 


support or sanction another ” 
This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis, of the Peace Pledge Union. 
Send YOUR pledge to PPU Headquarters 
DICK SHEPPARD HOUSE 
6, Endsleigh Street London, W.C.1 
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The International Pacifist Weekly 
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3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 
Tel: STAmford Hill 2262 


Distribution office for U.S.A.: 
20 S. Tweltth Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Registered as a newspaper. Second class postage paia 
at Philadelphia, Pa. 


ON THE ROAD 
FROM ALDERMASTON 


THE FUNDAMENTAL REQUIREMENT of human 
survival in the nuclear age is to bring back into 
politics the ordinary man and woman. 


Without their participation no permanent answer to 
the horror of modern war can become reality; there can 
be an accommodation of the Great Powers and the final 
tragedy can be postponed, but there can be no creative 
social order in which war is no longer possible. 


In this respect we have begun to see encouraging 
signs following the social paralysis of the height of the 
Cold War. 


In several countries men have now raised their voices 
to demand the right to genuine participation in shaping 
the major decisions which will determine their future. 


* 4% * * 


N EASTER MONDAY, 1958, at the close of a 

demonstration unprecedented in Britain, over 10,000 
marchers rallied in a field outside the small Berkshire 
village of Aldermaston—opposite the Atomic Weapons 
Research Establishment. 


The marchers were striking evidence of the growing 
numbers of people who are throwing off some of the 
mental shackles of the Cold War. In the face of total 
destruction, fear, hatred and apathy were giving way to 
reason, humanity and imagination. 


This Easter the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament 
will be holding a similar large-scale demonstration. If 
this next four-day march from Aldermaston to London is 
large enough it will have a great significance: it will 
establish permanently a conviction which can no longer 


be ignored or dismissed by thinking people. 


The marchers will be challenging the whole “ Great 
Power” approach to international relationships—that 
people are expendable, that joining a massive arms race 
is the reasonable, proper and only foreign policy. 


This year, too, the march will have a special import- 
ance. The marchers will be serving notice on the poli- 
ticians during an Election year that the vital issue which 
confronts mankind cannot be quietly overlooked. 


It is no secret that the politicians are extremely 
worried that their own activities are so poorly attended 
in comparison with those of the Campaigners. No 
political party could hold a country rally such as last 
Easter’s. 


This year provides the opportunity to reinforce this 
point. If the gentlemen at Westminster abdicate their 
sense of responsibility on this supreme issue they must 
not be allowed to point to an apathetic electorate. 


* * * 


YVITH THESE CONSIDERATIONS IN MIND, we 


hope that as many as possible will be marching in three 
weeks’ time. 


Those who tramped the 50 miles to Aldermaston Iast 
year will never forget the sense of comradeship and 
achievement that the march fostered. It has inspired them 
through a year of great activity, and there can be few 
who will not be determined to return. 


We hope especially that those who missed last year's 
opportunity will be marching this Easter. They will catch 
something of the dynamic spirit of people bringing the 
foremost issues of our time into the field of consideration 
and action by the common man. 


On the road from Aldermaston we shall be marching 
from the tyranny of destruction to the beginnings of 
creative democracy. There is no more appropriate Easter 
journey. 


K°’s offence and... 


[Ast week's fuss over Mr. Khrushchov’s speech on 

February 26 was much greater than the facts 
warranted. Even in Russian elections it is presumably 
advisable for a candidate to deliver a pre-election 
address; and with the elections scheduled for March 
1, Mr. Khrushchov had only the choice between 
making his speech just before the arrival of Messrs. 
Macmillan and Selwyn Lloyd in Moscow and making 
it while they were there. 


He would hardly have been a political strategist if 
he had not decided that the risk involved would be 
not quite so great if he first impressed his visitors 
with a warm personal welcome, the more so since a 
decision to cut short a visit which had already begun 
must of necessity call for a greater amount of anger 
than one to give up a journey not yet 
started—which is not to deny that he may 
also have been very willing to demonstrate 
that warm personal welcomes do not neces- 
sarily foreshadow soft bargaining. 


As for the 12,000-word speech, which 
few people can have taken the trouble to 
struggle through, it was not the part 
singled out by Western commentators for 
their fiercest condemnation that was really 
ofiensive. Their fury was aroused by the 
biunt restatement of Soviet views on 
Berlin, on the whole German question, on 
disarmament proposals and other Soviet 
versus West issues and on the alleged re- 
jection of a Foreign Ministers’ meeting, 
while Mr. Macmillan’s resentment appears 
to have been due more to the timing of 
the speech than to its content. 


What was really offensive in the speech 
was that, well before coming to the im- 
portant Soviet versus West issues and the 
desirability of a Summit meeting, Mr. 
Khrushchov indulged in plain invective of 
the old slanging match kind. It is simply 
not true that the people in capitalistic 
states “who create wealth are in fact with- 
out rights.” Nor are millions and millions 
of them “oppressed by a comparatively 
small handful of exploiters.” 


If Mr. Khrushchov really believes this, 
his misreading of true conditions in the 
West is bound to have a dangerous effect 
on his attitude in Summit meeting negotia- 
tions; if he does not, his nth repetition of 
mere propaganda slanders was demagogy 
of the worst kind. 

The reason for going back here to an 
incident now closed is twofold. First, it is 
worth noting that the British Prime 
Minister has shown himself to be a bigger and 
shrewder man than all those who yelled that he 
should “ pack up and come home.” It is now incon- 
testable that the Moscow visit has been well worth 
while, whereas its abrupt ending on February 27 
would have meant an immediate aggravation of all 
existing difficulties. 


Secondly, the incident of this speech reminds the 
world (through the subsequent acceptance of a 
Foreign Ministers’ conference) that the Russians are 
still, as of old, hard bargainers who often begin— 
and sometimes also maintain for a long while in 
negotiations—with conditions which they will give up 
in the end. 


--- the joint report 


MPPHE level of honesty of Tucsday’s communiqué is 
well above the usual on such occasions. The 
frank admission that the two Prime Ministers were 
unable to agree about the juridical and_ political 
aspects of the problems involved in the Berlin issue 
and a peace treaty with Germany is better than a 
truth-concealing platitude would have been. 

The Russians, though not liking it, have agreed to 
a Foreign Ministers’ conference. Does the following 
paragraph of the communiqué mean that the West is 
now more ready to understand Russia's fierce objec- 
tion to a Western Germany armed with atomic 
weapons ? , 

“In this connection they agreed that further study 
could usefully be made of the possibility of increasing 
security by some method of limitation of forces and 
weapons, both conventional and nuclear, in an agreed 
area of Europe, coupled with an appropriate system 
of inspection.” 


A Liberal plea 


COMMITMENT to Great Power militarism in 
the second half of the twentieth century must 
dictate all other political policies and considerations. 


This is a fact which Party leaders are slow to 
recognise because it is an unpleasant truth and 
demands radically new political thinking. Occasion- 
ally, therefore, they seek to remind the public that 
they are progressive and far-sighted whilst imprisoned 
in a military straightjacket of their own making. It 
is these public utterances which are more revealing 
than most, 


The Observer recently published a series of excellent 
articles by Mr. Michael Foot on “ Parliament in 
Danger,” in which the author ably demonstrated the 
undemocratic methods with which the Parties operate 
today. This was then followed by an article entitled 
“Too Much Secrecy,” by Mr. Jo Grimond, the leader 
of the British Liberal Party, in which he attempted to 
continue the discussion. 


Mr. Grimond’s remarks are a classic example of the 
dichotomy of interest to which we have just referred. 
With greater humanity than political insight he argues 
for a more liberal political system whilst ignoring the 
framework of an. ever-constricting militarism, 


“The whole tendency of present-day politics,” he 
sadly recognises, “is to keep the public too much in 
the dark.” In considering military secrecy, Mr. 
Grimond urges that the people “must have been 
taken far enough into the confidence of Ministers to 
understand the reasons for their actions,’ and he 
argues that the British Government in foreign affairs 
should make “our obligations and its intentions 
rather clearer.” 


Mr. Grimond must realise that no Government of 
a Great Power can hope to abandon military secrecy 
or establish enlightened principles of foreign policy. 
It is “‘not in the public interest” to impart any 
information which can allow considered opinions to 
be formed on a vast number of vital issues. Mr. 
Grimond is right: without information the people 
“must be forgiven for treating politicians with a 
certain amount of cynicism.” 


In foreign policy, similarly, no Great Power dares 
enunciate unqualified principles. If it is necessary to 
preserve, alter or extend its sphere of influence in the 
power struggle, it must support a corrupt regime 
(Jordan), establish a puppet Government (Eastern 
Europe), deny national independence (for years in 
Cyprus), or undermine the national economy (Malta) 
as the occasion demands, 


It is, of course, not only the Liberal Party that has 
to learn these lessons, but since Mr, Grimond has 
claimed to have a distinctive policy in the face of the 
political giants he should recognise that the nuclear 
age demands a revolutionary attitude to basic political 
assumptions. This means a thorough-going war re- 
sistance, not hopefully nibbling at uncomfortable 
features of present policy. 


Strong pressure 


N his original letter to us about the “No Votes 
for the H-bomb™ campaign Frank Allaun, M.P, 
suggested that instead of this campaign the Direct 
Action Committee should try to get sympathetic 
Labour MPs to vote against the Defence Estimates. 
We welcomed this suggestion and asked Frank Allaun 
to develop it. Since then we have heard nothing from 
him, though we have twice raised the matter, 

However, in a letter to the Manchester Guardian he 
said he had been persuaded by some of his friends 
that it would be wiser to vote against the Defence 
White Paper than the Estimates, 

Frank Allaun did not vote against the Defence 
White Paper as he was in Germany at the time. Most 
of the other Labour MPs who have declared them- 
selves in favour of unilateral renunciation of the 
Bomb by Britain voted for the official Labour amend- 
ment, 

It is quite clear that there is a great difference 
between voting against the Defence Estimates and 
voting for an amendment that asks for more efficient 
nuclear defence, 

We are not surprised that Frank Allaun withdrew. 
We understand that the “friends” he referred to in 
his letter to the Manchester Guardian were, in fact, 
the Labour Whips. 

We only hope that this incident will have made it 
clear just what pressure is put on MPs who show 
signs of taking an independent line. 


Kenya’s prisons 


TINHE last seven years in Kenya have followed a 

pattern which it is no coincidence we have seen 
elsewhere: «minor war, terrorism and repression. 
Deaths in one year have passed 5,000, but the killings 
have given way to conditions bringing widespread 
reports and allegations of violence. inhumanity and 
suppression. 

The conditions in prisons and detention camps have 
been a target for constant criticism. There were the 
detailed and devastating articles by the Quaker Eileen 
Fletcher, which first appeared in Peace News in May, 
1956. Although Miss Fletcher, as a former rehabili- 
tation officer in the Kenya Government's Department 
of Community Development and Rehabilitation, could 
substantiate her articles when the political storm 
broke, the British Government treated her with 
contempt. 

Now there is a mounting pile of fresh reports—not 
merely allegations, of which there are far more—of 
ill-treatment, riots, heavy corporal punishment and 
prison officers admitting being guilty of beating up 
prisoners. There are also sworn affidavits by former 
officials describing atrocities, but the British Govern- 
ment has rejected a Labour Motion for an independent 
inquiry. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Votes and the Bomb 

ENIS BRIAN writes (PN, Feb. 27) that 

“George Lansbury remained in the 
Labour Party, and I feel sure would never 
have attempted such action as envisaged 
by Voters’ Veto.” 

{t may be true that George Lansbury 
remained in the Party, but he resigned 
from his position as Leader of it, and 
later he bitterly regretted that he had not 
done so earlier. The following quotation 
from his book “My Quest for Peace” 
makes this point clear : 

“T was a member of the Labour Gov- 
ernment which not only retained the 
right to bomb people living within the 
Empire, but also defended this kind of 
warfare as being more merciful. I have 
since been quite ashamed that I was part 
of that Government , . No person 
who holds the pacifist faith should take 
office in any Government other than one 
which is elected on a programme which 
will ensure the abandonment of im- 
perialism, accompanied by disarmament. 
There is no possible compromise on 
this. . 

Lansbury goes on to admit that he had 
been “rather stupid in trying to serve a 
Party rather more than my principles, and 
remaining longer than was consistent with 
my beliefs.” 

{ am not trying to argue that Lansbury 
would have agreed with Voters’ Veto. [ 
am simply pointing out that he deeply re- 
gretted his close association with a Govern- 
ment and Party which advocated policies 
fundamentally alien to his own beliefs.- 
J. R. HAMMOND, 19 Rugby Rd. W. 
Bridgford, Nottingham. 


BRON HUZZARD'S sweeping assertion 

that “it is always potential Labour 
yoters who will be urged to refrain from 
voting “ needs correction, 

My experience canvassing in Downham 
Market and Swaffham belies his statement. 
1 do not have the figures to hand, but a 
considerable number of supporters of 
Voters’ Veto were in fact people who 
“ confessed ” they had always voted Tory! 

One of the leading lights of my own 
CND group—also a supporter of Voters’ 
Veto—-is a Conservative. This may to Ron 
Huzzard seem a dichotomy. Is it any more 
inconsistent than being against genocide on 
364 days of the year, but forgetting our 
opposition on poling day 7—ANNA 
NEWTON, 7 Greenhill Flats, Perrins 
Court, London, N.W.3, 


& S a keen stuipporter of the Campaign 
«3 for Nuclear Disarmament and a (short 
winded) Aldermaston marcher, I deeply 
deplore that the Labour Party does not 
stand for the repudiation of the Bomb. 
But there is an even graver issue than 
possession of the Bomb, and that is that 
it shall never be used, 

| think it is far less likely to be used if 
Labour is in power than if the Conserva- 
tives control the Government and foreign 
policy. What Tories still think about war 
was shown in their Suez adventure and its 
repercussions in Bournemouth East. I 
shall therefore vote in the coming election, 
and vote Labour. I shall use my vote 
against the use of the Bomb.——(Rev.) 
CLAUD COLTMAN, London, W.10. 


/OUR correspondent Denis Brian raises 

again the old “ chestnuts” in demand- 

ing that nuclear disarmament supporters 

should vote for H-bombing Labour candi- 
dates. 

As regards this business of the ‘“ Con- 
servatives being worse,” it is the Gaitskell 
and Bevan oligarchy who are the principal 
enemies of nuclear disarmament, not Mr. 
Macmillan. 

They are the principal enemies because 
they possess the power of the Labour label 
(however false it is) to mislead or try to 
mislead all the adherents of nuclear dis- 
armament who are members of the Labour 
Party or sympathisers. Macmillan and Co. 
can't do that, therefore they are not and 
never have been the principal opponents, 


Would the writer of an unsigned letter 
from Oxford who commented on our 
editorial on Mr. Macmillan’s Moscow visit 
please forward his name and address to 
the Editor —{ED.] 


Brian and Allaun and all of us have 
repeatedly said in putting the case for 
nuclear disarmament that if it were an 
alternative between the Bomb or Russian 
occupation we'd face the horrors of the 
latter. If we really believe in nuclear dis- 
armament we must be prepared to put up 
with what Labour threatens would be a 
repressive semi-fascist government. There's 
no suggesion that we're going to sit back 
and just write to bloody-minded MPs say- 
ing “ please, sir.” That is not the message 
of Swaffham. 

It is stated that there are 75 per cent of 


constituency Labour Parties supporting 
nuclear disarmament. What does “sup- 
port” mean? If they really support 
nuclear disarmament let them put up 


Labour candidates who state so plainly and 
vote accordingly in the House. What is 
really wanted are candidates with a clean 
nuclear disarmament record. Is the Labour 
Party so devoid of younger people of 
ability and clean record on the Bomb that 
they cannot be found? Of course it isn’t. 
—L, PHILLIPS, 31 Gorst Rd., London, 
S.W.11. 


N spite of Mr. Alan Lovell’s well-argued 

points, Voters’ Veto does not make sense 
to me. 

The plain fact is that such action would 
assist the Conservative Party as against 
Labour, and there are no pacifists in the 
Conservative Party whilst there are many 
in the Labour Party. 

Perhaps if I were in a right wing con- 
stituency I might think differently, but I 
should be going against my conscience if I 
took such action here——E, M, ROBIN- 
SON, 99 Marsden Hall Rd., Nelson, Lancs. 


JFPRANK ALLAUN, MP, has backed out 

of the Direct Action Group of the 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, John 
Baird, MP, threatens to follow him. This 
is because of the group’s call to voters to 
abstain from voting in the pending by- 
election at S.-W. Norfolk. One is bound 
to wonder whether their reaction to this 
policy would be the same if they were not 
MPs, 

Only when the big parties start losing 
votes, and then seats in Parliament, will 
they begin to change their minds. There 
ought to be a candidate advocating uni- 
lateral disarmament in every constituency 
in the country. This is the end towards 
which the Fellowship Party has begun to 
work. Three prospective candidates have 
already been adopted—Ron Mallone for 
West Woolwich, Bob Trafford for Peter- 
borough, and Pat Deighan for Lancaster. 
All nuclear disarmament campaigners and 
all pacifists, indeed, every elector who, 
through the dictates of conscience or the 
exercise of reason, have come to accept the 
declared policy of the Fellowship Party 
and the reasoned conclusion of Bertrand 
Russell--that war as an instrument of 
policy should be abandoned—should sup- 
port the Fellowship Party. 

Wherever a Fellowship Party candidate 


From Aldermaston 


Good Friday 


ATOMIC WEAPON 


Research Station Stay at 


Overnight 


stands he should be supported. Whenever 
a candidate refuses to pledge himself to 
work for unilateral disarmament the vote 
should be withheld. This is the most 
effective move that can be made for sanity 
and morality. 


Offers of help, financial and otherwise, 
should be sent to the Secretary, Derek 
Walker, 26 Norland Sq., London, W.11.— 
R. WALSH, Chairman the London Branch, 
the Fellowship Party, 154 Droop St. 
London, W.10, 


ITH regard to the letter from the 

Peace Pledge Union's General Secre- 
tary pointing out that neither the AGM 
nor the National Executive has endorsed 
a “non-voting” policy, this disclaimer 
seems hardly necessary, for it has been the 
consistent policy (if consistent is the right 
word) to be completely oblivious to any 
logical extension of “War, we say No.” 
The PPU is ready enough to be pontifical on 
issues which have no bearing on the paci- 
fist activities of its members and which 
should remain within discretionary judg- 
ment, but in cases where a definite logical 
lead to conduct should be given it is either 
completely silent or balances on the fence. 
A. G, HIGGINS, The Brotherhood Church, 
Stapleton, Nr, Pontefract. 


HE ballot paper affords us an excellent 
opportunity to cast a vote against war. 

If there was a Pacifist Candidate in our 
constituency I should vote for him, while 
hoping he would win. I would not expect 
him to do so judging by results in former 
elections. I would not consider that I had 
wasted my vote. It would indicate my oppo- 
sition to war. 

For many years now IJ have stated on my 
ballot paper my opposition to war, 

Many people in past elections have with- 
held their vote because they were just 
apathetic or confused. No one knew why 
they did not vote. 

If pacifists withhold their votes no one 
will know why, but if you state on your 
ballot paper why you are giving a candidate 
qualified support the scrutineers and the 
candidates who check all spoiled papers will 
know, and if there were a large number of 
papers indicating an opposition to war even 
the general public would get to know. PN, 
Feb. 20, in leading article states: ‘“ Mere 
absention from voting when the most em- 
phatic registration of one’s views is de- 
manded is not enough.” This, in my 
opinion, does not only apply to MPs, but 
to all who are opposed to nuclear bombs 
or any other kind of bombs—J. G. 
SADLER, “ Rowardennan,” Byker Village, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, 


Accra Conference 
READ with interest and complete sym- 
pathy both Homer Jack’s and George 


Houser’s comments on my article about the 
Accra Conference (PN, Jan. 16). 

There seems to be nothing at issue among 
the three of us. We all agree that the Con- 
ference was important; we agree it was not 


Overnight 
Stay at 


Friday, 27th March 
Start 12 noon 


Sat, 28th March 
Start 9.15 a.m. 


Sunday, 29th March 
Start 9.45 a.m. 


join the protest march 


further details from the 


Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament 


143 Fleet Street, London, E.C.4 


Overnight 
Stay at 


Aldermaston ~ READING — SLOUGH - CHISWICK |summms! Hyde Park 


Monday, 30th March 
Start 9.45 a.m. 


primarily called .to extend Nkrumah’s in- 
fluence, and we agree that it was unfortu- 
nate that I could not have been there. 

As I said in my short article, many 
Nigerians have views different from that 
which I encountered. I was proud of the 
role played by Nigerians at the Conference, 
and only wish they had succeeded in get- 
ting the Conference to endorse the Declara- 
tion of Human Rights—-ARLO TATUM, 
33. Devonshire Road, Palmers Green, 
London, N.13. 


ALDERMASTON MARCH 1959 


Important preliminary meeting for 
Peace News marchers at the 


PARTISAN COFFEE HOUSE 
Carlisle St., nr. Oxford St., W.I. 


(nearest tube Tottenham Court Road. 


March 1[2th: 6.30—8 p.m. 
ALAN LOVELL 


(Assistant Editor of Peace News) 


WHY WE ARE MARCHING 
Chair: Hugh Brock 


Everyone welcome 
PEACE NEWS LONDON, N.4. 


Nuclear 
War? 


6o.. if we 
are to 
survive ” 


Meeting 


Denison House 
296 Vauxhall Bridge Road, 
Victoria, S.W.|. 


Sunday, March I5 
7 p.m. 


SOCIALIST PARTY OF GT. BRIT. 


LONDON 


Arrive 
approx. 3.30 p.m. 


To London 
Easter Monday 
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A round-up of international 


ACTION AGAINST THE BOMB 


@ FROM PAGE ONE 


However, the Action Group has told its 
members to beware of false optimism. 
There are many signs that the advocates of 
atomic bombs are changing their tactics and 
preparing a more powerful campaign. The 
Action Group calls for vigilance, and one 
of its leading members, a Quaker, has re- 
cently suggested that there be a national 
referendum. 


Direct action in USA 


IRECT ACTION activities against 

the establishment of inter-Conti- 
nental ballistic missile bases, against 
a biological warfare base and special 
projects to bring home the dangers of 
nuclear war are under way in the 
USA. 


Lawrence Scott, Co-ordinator of the Com- 
mittee for Non-Violent Action, reports a 
major action in New York to try to stimu- 
late similar activities in seven other cities. 
The action will illustrate the area of com- 
plete destruction which results from an H- 
bomb blast. 


During the week before Easter a motor 
cavalcade in that city will cruise around 
a perimeter with an 18-mile radius, while 
three or four groups walk from the peri- 
meter to converge on a mass meeting at 
the centre. Meanwhile other activities 
will spotlight the effect of atomic war and 
the importance of the Geneva Confer- 
ence, 


All the peace organisations are pointing 
out the urgency of stopping the missile race. 


The Committee for Non-Violent Action 
is initiating a major project against one 
missile base for the latter part of June 
and all of July. There is a good possi- 
bility that regional direct action groups 
will organise efforts at three of four other 
missile bases. 


The general outline of the main missile 
effort will include, in sequence, groups walk- 
ing for a week toward the base, a two-day 
conference, a vigil of one week, followed by 
civil disobedience and non-violent interven- 
tion as the vigil continues. This should 
make for a sustained effort at four or five 
bases, beginning about June 20, and pos- 
sibly continuing until after Hiroshima Day, 
August 6, comments Lawrence Scott. 


At least one direct action activity will 
probably be held against a biological war- 
fare base. 


The National Committee for a Sane 
Nuclear Policy and the Committee for Non- 
Violent Action are again taking initiative to 
arouse public opinion against nuclear test- 
ing. The former group published a full 
page advertisement in the New York Times 
on February 13 headlined “ The Time Is 
Now.” This advertisement, signed by many 
prominent citizens, called for agreement on 
cessation of tests at the Geneva Conference, 
pointed out efforts to scuttle the Conference 
on the part of the US Atomic Energy Com- 
mission and Pentagon, and called for a 
month of special public expression by 
citizens. 

A popular columnist has reported some- 
thing of the campaign in Congress and the 
US armed services for the resumption of 
testing in Nevada and the Pacific this 
summer. Since the time needed for testing 
preparation is about six months, that deci- 
sion may be forced while the Geneva Con- 
ference is in the midst of negotiation, 


Meanwhile, the established peace organ- 
isations are continuing their work of the 
past ten years for education on the whole 
front of opposition to war and support for 
constructive alternatives. 


Writing on the growth of the American 
peace movement, Robert Gilmore, New 
York Secretary of the American Friends 
Service Committee, a member of the Exe- 
cutive Committee of the National Council 
For a Sane Nuclear Policy, and a member 
of the Executive Committee for Non-Violent 
Action, sends ‘the following appreciation : 
At present in the United States there are, 

in my opinion, three elements in the peace 

movement. The established organisations 


such as the American Friends Service 
Committee, Fellowship of Reconciliation, 
Women’s International League for Peace 
and Freedom, War Resisters’ League, 
Quakers and other historic peace churches, 
United World Federalists, American Asso- 
ciation for the United Nations, etc., have 
the greatest number of adherents, the 
largest budgets, the most staff, and the 
most outreach to society in general. The 
past two years, however, have seen the 
rapid development of two new significant 
groupings: the Committee for a Sane 
Nuclear Policy and the various non- 
violent direct action groups, of which the 
Committee for Non-Violent Action is the 
most outstanding. 

Much of the leadership, initiative and re- 
sources for the two latter groups has 
come from individuals already actively 
working in the established organisations. 
However, many new people have joined 
and a new enthusiasm has been generated 
in the established movements, together 
with a fresh evaluation of some old saws 
and sacred cows. We have also had, and 
continue to have, our ideological and 
tactical disagreements both among and 


well-known American advocate of limited 
nuclear warfare, is in Germany to propa- 
gate his theory. 

The protest from Dortmund soon after 
the announcement that a rocket regiment 
was to be stationed nearby culminated 
before their arrival in a ten-minute token 
strike during which even traffic came to 
a standstill. The whole town was in- 
volved, including Dr, Adenauer’s own 
Party, the Christian Democrats. 


From Hassloch, the largest village in 
Rhenania-Palatie, come reports that the 
town council and all committees have de- 
cided to cease council work until the gov- 
ernment allows them to discuss in open 
session the projected rocket bases in the 
nearby forest. 

There appears now to be an awakening 
of a larger number of people—scientists, 
journalists, clergymen, students—-who are 
joining the campaign in large numbers. 

Although generally speaking the time for 
mass meetings is over, prominent leaders 
such as Dr. Heinemann, Professor Hage- 
mann, Erich Kuby and Dr, Martin 
Niemoeller (against whom German War 
Minister Strauss has started proceedings for 


within the elements, but I would say that 
the three groups are fairly well co-ordi- 
nated through overlapping leadership and 
active cores of workers who successfully 
wear at least three different hats, 

Thanks to Peace News’ excellent coverage 
I need not discuss specifically the activi- 
ties of the past two years other than to 
say that there has been a significant break- 
through after 12 frozen cold war years, 
and there is now hope for a greatly ex- 
panded and more widely effective peace 
movement, 


Rocket protests in Germany 


TE}HE campaign against nuclear 
weapons in Germany now awaits 
integration with negotiations over the 
latest trigger-point for World War III, 
Berlin, comments Dr. Lore Frobenius. 
The Russians have made it clear, she 
writes, that all future agreements, confer- 
ences and consideration of federation of 
the two Germanys must be on the basis of 
a Germany without nuclear weapons. 
Despite the urgency of this realisation a 
British rocket regiment has arrived at Dort- 
mund, plans are afoot for rockets to be 
established in Schleswig-Holstein and for 
the acquisition of Honest John missiles, 
while at the moment Mr. Kissinger, the 


criticisms of “commando training) attract 
considerable attention from their listeners, 

Helga Stolle in her report of the growth 
of the German movement against the H- 
bomb recalls the protest of the Goettingen 
scientists (who refused to work on the 
manufacture of nuclear weapons) in_ the 
summer of 1957, 

From this beginning there followed the 
founding of the Struggle Against Atomic 
Death committee to organise pressure on 
the German Parliament during its debate on 
nuclear weapons for the German Army. 
The Struggle Against Atomic Death, much 
under the influence of the socialist party 
and the trade unions, organised a great 
meeting in Frankfurt, but the decision was 
taken to go ahead with nuclear armament. 

This was the signal for a mass movement 
of opposition. The trade unions organised 
marches, huge demonstrations were held in 
all big towns, thousands of signatures were 
put to petitions, 

Above all, some trade unions called for 

a general strike, and some socialists for a 

referendum, 

Taking place last summer, it showed the 
strength of protest after a year’s organised 
work against nuclear weapons. 

Despite the fact that secret voting in 
Hessen showed a majority of 90 per cent 
against nuclear weapons, the court consider- 


Merest thought of it 


Our fears slip darkly by 

Like jagged parallelograms of cloud 
Across the wide, preposterous sky. 
And as the ravening shadows 

Of the summer storm 

Beat black the golden meadows 

So the Bomb, the merest thought of it, 
Makes hellish chiaroscuro 

Of our brightest dreams, 


To older people life habitually lived 
Could never seem so rare, 
So vulnerable, so tenuous a thing. 


To them we say: 
Do not envy the young; we bear what 
you discarded, 
What you got used to or decided 
Not to think of terrifies us; 
And the errors of the dilatory generations 
Culminate on us. 
—David and Rene Gill 


ing the legality of referenda on the nuclear 
arms question pronounced that such pro- 
cedure would be contrary to the constitu- 
tion. 

Many Mayors who had been waiting 
expectantly for a decision now lost interest 
in the campaign. Over night the posters 
seeking votes against the bomb disappeared 
from the streets. The Struggle Against 
Atomic Death had become itself a casualty. 

Towards the end of last year the “ Stand- 
ing Congress Against Nuclear Armament” 
was formed. It got little publicity and 
found a lot of critics as it showed great 
respect for Adenauer and thought highly of 
Ulbricht. 

During the last few months initiative for 
nuclear disarmament has come from the 
pacifist organisations. The Verband der 
Kriegsdienstverweigerer (the Association for 
Conscientious Objectors) has organised 
several day and night vigils in all big towns 
and some 15 smaller towns. They have 
helped organise discussions, meetings, and 
the publishing of literature, 

Among the young people, special student 
groups have been active in the universities— 
the well-attended Students’ Congress Against 
Nuclear Armament in Berlin recently was 
the culmination of their work—and young 
socialists and trade unionists are awake to 
the situation, 


Appeals to big 3 from:Holland 


JN Holland, the Committee Albert 
Schweitzer Against Nuclear 
Weapons, founded in May, 1957, has 
been active in appealing to the United 
Nations for the ending of nuclear 
weapons testing and production. 

A deputation from the Committee accom- 
panied the British women’s delegation on 
their talks last November with representa- 
tives of the three nuclear powers at Geneva. 

The Committee wrote early this year to 
President Eisenhower, Mr, Khrushchov and 
Mr. Macmillan calling for ‘the uncondi- 
tional stopping of nuclear tests at this very 
moment, for ever, without waiting to see 
what the other side will do.” 

Sixty-five thousand, three hundred and 
seventy-three signatures were put to a peti- 
tion organised by the Petition Against 
Rocket Bases Committee. The petition was 
presented to Parliament and the Committee 
arranged a large public meeting. To date 
Holland has no rocket bases. 


Renunciation in Japan 


JPERHAPS ihe most hopeful news of 


all comes from Japan. 

On May 7, 1957, Mr. Kishi, the Japanese 
Prime Minister, told the Diet that it would 
not be “unconstitutional for Japan to 
possess nuclear weapons for the self-defence 
of the country.” Eighteen months later he 
announced he was trying to introduce a 
clause into the Japanese-US security treaty 
prohibiting the entry of nuclear weapons 
into Japan, 

In August last year, Japanese dockers re- 
fused to unload a ship with a cargo of 
Swiss-made guided missiles, and were only 
induced to do so after being assured that 
the missiles would not be armed with 
nuclear warheads, 

Now (on Feb. 9) Mr. Kishi, speaking to the 
Lower House Budget Committee, announced 
that Japan would renounce nuclear arma- 
ment even for defensive purposes and that 
his country would also refuse to allow the 
admittance of any kind of nuclear weapons. 
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1. Send notices to arrive first post Mon. 


2. Include Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, street): 
nature of event; speakers, organisers (and secretary's 
address). 

Friday, March 6 

CARDIFF: 10.30 a.m. County Court, Westgate 
St. CO Tribunal. 

LONDON, W.8: 10.30 a.m. and 1.15 p.m. Town 
Hall, High Street. Kensington. CO Tribunal. 

Saturday, March 7 

BANGOR: 6.30 p.m. Michae! Scott. CND. 

BRIGHTON: 3.30 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho., Ship 
St. Max Parker ‘* Visit to Russia’’ and ‘' Purpose 
of FoR."' FoR. 

HOUNSLOW: 6.30 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho.. 
Busch Corner, Isleworth. Conference ‘‘ The Peaceful 
Alternatives to the Arms Drive."’ Prof. J. D. 
Bernal, FRS. Hounslow Peace Movement and 
Society of Friends. 

LEICESTER: 3.30 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho.. Queens 
Rd. Arlo Tatum “ Peacemaking in West Africa." 
PPU. 

LLANGEFNI : 2.30 p.m. Michael Scott. CND. 
Lion Sq. Universities Campaign Recital—Denis 
Matthews. Tickets 2s. 6d. and 5s. at door. 

LONDON, W.C.1: 11 a.m. Conway Hall, Red 

Sunday, March 8 

LONDON, W.C.1: 3.30 p.m. 32 Tavistock Sq., 
Euston. Pacifist Universalist Service. Discourse. 
Edith Adlam ** Christ's Way of Life for Today." 

SAFFRON WALDEN: 8 p.m. Town Hall. Rev. 
Michael Scott. CND. 

Monday, March 9 

BIRMINGHAM: 8 p.m. 221 Vicarage Rd.. Kings 
Heath. Mtg. of Kings Heath and Cotteridge PPU. 

SOUTHAMPTON: 8 p.m. Friends Mig. Ho.. 
Ordnance Rd. ** Any Questions on Peace.”" Coun- 
W. Stearn, Mr. R. Boniface (Sec... Southampton 
PPU), and representative from the Trades Council 
and Peace Council. PPU. 

Tuesday, March 10 

CHELMSFORD: Friends Mecting House. 
Clark. CND. 

LONDON, N.10: 7.45 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho.. 
Church Cres., nr. Cranley Gdns. AGM of Hornsey 
CND. Peggy Duff ‘‘ European Conference" CND. 

Wednesday, March 11 
LONDON, N.4.: 7.30 p.m. Peace News Office, 3 


Anne 


Blackstock Rd. Speaker on Independent Labour 
Party. PYAG. 

Thursday, March 12. 
BRADFORD: 7.30 p.m. Mechanic's Institute. 


F. J. Corina ‘A Secularist's Approach to Paci- 
fism.’’ PPU. 

LONDON, E.11:; 8 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho.. Bush 
Rd. Duncan Watson ‘* Germany Re-discovered.”’ 


PPU. 
LONDON, E.14: Town Hall, Limehouse. Mervyn 
Jones. CND. ; 

Friday, March 13 

BIRMINGHAM: 7 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho., Bull 
St. Film: ‘* March to Aldermaston.’’ Speaker: Pat 
Arrowsmith. CND. 

LONDON, S.W.18: 7.30 p.m. 
Southfields. The  Vedantic Outlook by Swami 
Avyaktananda—Suffering. The Vedanta Movement. 

Friday and Saturday, March 13 and 14 

HENLEY-ON-THAMES: Town Hall. Exhibition. 
Tape Recordings and Films. Friday 6.30-10 p.m. 
Saturday 2.30-10 p.m. CND. 

Saturday, March 14 

LONDON, E.tt: 7.15 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho.. 

Bush Rd. Group Annuat Reunion. Concert. Refresh- 


ments. PPU. 
Sunday, March 15 
EWELL: 3 p.m. 94 Park Ave. 
Elliott *“° Friends Ambulance Unit 
Surrey Area PPU. 
Monday. March 16 
LONDON, $ S.W.1: 10.30 am. and 2.15 p.m. 
Ebury Bridge Ho.. Ebury Bridge Rd. CO Tribunal. 
SHIPLEY: 7.30 p.m. Labour Party Rooms, West- 
gate. PPU. 


13 Elsenham St.. 


East. Malcolm 
International.” 


Tuesday, March 17 
LONDON. N.22: 8 p.m. Trinity Grammar School. 
Bounds Green Rd.. Wood Green. John Horner, 
Michael Scott. Chair: Coun- A. C. Partridge. 


CND. 
MANCHESTER: 7.45 p.m. 23 Church St., Stret- 
ford. Manchester Central PPU Group. 
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Every week! 


SATURDAYS 


LONDON, W.C.1.: 3 p.m. 6 Endsleigh Sct. 
Poster Parade followed by meeting at Manette St. 
PPU and PYAG. 


SUNDAYS 
LONDON: 3 p.m. Hyde Park. PYAG. 
LONDON: 3 pm. Clapham Common. Open air 


mtg. The Brotherhood of the Way. 
SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS 


LONDON : Weekend Workcamps. Work for needy 
sections of the community, IVS, 72 Oakley Sq., 


London, N.W.1. 
TUESDAYS 


MANCHESTER : 1-2 p-m. Deansgate Blitz Site. 
‘Christian Pacifist open-air meeting. MPF. 
WEDNESDAYS 


LONDON, N.4: 7 p.m. Peace News Office, 3 
Blackstock Rd. Pacifist Youth Action Group. 
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COMMONSENSE WAYS 
TO BETTER 


Recent contributors include: Stanley Matthews, the 
Bedser Twins, Freddie Mills, Erica Batchelor, etc. 
Regular articles on Fitness Secrets of the Stars, Fit- 
ness for Marriage, Figure Fitness, and articles by 
Doris Grant, Dr. C. V. Pink and Newman Turner. 
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER 
15s. per annum post free (thereafter 22s. p.a.) 
Published monthly by 
NEWMAN TURNER PUBLICATIONS, LTD., 
Deanrow - Letchworth - Herts. 
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This is 


Britain’s greatest 


test in Afriea 
By FENNER BROCKWAY MP 


Chairman, Movement for Colonial Freedom 


2 EADERS may have become a little tired of my 


repeated warning during the last 


the grave situation in Central Africa. 


come earlier than I expected. The 
Constitution of the Federation is not 
to be reviewed until 1960. One had 
anticipated the “show-down” then. 
But the sweeping wave of the African 
movement in Nyasaland and the reac- 
tion of the strong die-hard elements 
among the Europeans in the Rhodesias 
have precipitated events. The crisis 
has begun and will go on mounting. 


From the inception of the Central Afri- 
can Federation six years ago Nyasaland 
has always been the most explosive terri- 
tory. It is African in every sense. The 
population is overwhelmingly African : 
there are 8,300 Europeans and 11,000 of 
other races compared with 2,690,000 Afri- 
cans. The whole social environment and 
atmosphere are African. There is no sense 
of a European occupation as there is at 
Nairobi in Kenya, Lusaka in Northern 
Rhodesia or Satisbury in Southern Rho- 
desia. 


Federation unacceptable 


Nyasaland Africans have none of the in- 
feriority complex found sometimes among 
conquered peoples. They have never been 
conquered. They became a British Pro- 
tectorate by treaty signed with dignity and 
status by the Chiefs. They were shocked 
when, in opposition to the wishes of both 
chiefs and people, they were forcibly 
federated with the Rhodesias. They knew 
that the Rhodesias were run by Europeans. 
They feared that they would cease to be 
an African State. 

During the period of agitation against 
absorption by the Rhodesias the home of 
Dr. Hastings Banda in North-West London 
became the centre of advice to the depu- 
tations of chiefs and peoples who travelled 
from Nyasaland to protest to the Colonial 
Office. I often went to that home, and 
saw the confidence placed in Dr. Banda. 


He was himself a Nyasalander by birth. 
He made his way to South Africa, was 
sent by missionaries to America to study 
medicine, took a formidable list of degrees 
both there and at Edinburgh, became a 
successful doctor in London. But his heart 
was in Africa. 


Return from Accra 


I met him next at Kumasi in Ghana. 
Africans thronged to him for treatment: 
he charged most of them next to nothing. 
He saw Ghana become independent. His 
mind was still with his own people in 
Nyasaland. 

Then, a year ago, the Nyasaland African 
National Congress asked him to return as 
their leader. He was welcomed almost as 
a Messiah, and the Congress caught the 
imagination of the whole people. He went 
to the Accra African People’s Conference 
and returned to Nyasaland confident and 
determined. The Congress is now Nyasa- 
land. Nyasaland is now the Congress. 


The Press has represented Dr. Banda 
as a swashbuckler. [ know him as a 
slightly-built, charming man, kind, friendly, 
reasonable. If he now speaks challengingly 
one can be sure he is reflecting his people. 

The claims of the Congress are reason- 
able. It asks for a majority of Africans in 
the Legislature. It is prepared to accept 
British officials in the Executive Council. 
It looks forward, of course, to the time 
when Nyasaiand will be fully democratic 
and independent. 


But on no consideration will Nyasaland 
accept the continuation of Federation with 
the European-dominated Rhodesias. British 
visitors point to the economic advantages. 
The richer Rhodesias contribute substan- 
tially to roads, hospitals, schools. The 


few months of 
The crisis has 


( Congress appreciates the need for economic 
and social advance, but it does not regard 
them as an alternative to self-government. 


Reports have suggested that much vio- 
lence has occurred. Some is inevitable 
when excited crowds are dispersed. I have 
telegrams suggesting violence on the side 
of the police. 

Announcements are made that an air- 
port and the main road to East Africa are 
in the hands of Congress, as though there 
were civil war. I understand that when the 
Federal Government proclaimed that it was 
sending in troops the Africans scattered 
obstacles on the airfield to prevent the 
planes landing and they massed in the 
road. The Africans have no arms. If 
bloodshed occurs they will not have done 
the firing. 


The struggle was extended to the Rho- 
desias by the incredibly provocative action 
of the Southern Rhodesian Premier, Sir 
Edgar Whitehead, in banning all the Afri- 
can organisations in his territory, arresting 
400 African leaders, and declaring a state 
of emergency. 


Sir Edgar acknowledged that no violence 
had occurred in Southern Rhodesia. He 
justified his repressive actions by saying 
that he wanted to avoid the trouble in 
Nyasaland spreading, although the Nyasa- 
land Government itself had not declared 
an emergency! He announced he had the 
approval of the Federal Government and 
hoped the Governments of Northern Rho- 
desia and Nyasaland would folow his ex- 
ample. 


Resistance provoked 


Three comments can be made. 

First, Sir Edgar Whitehead’s action, and 
he had the unanimous approval of the 
Southern Rhodesian Parliament, proves to 
the hilt how right the Nyasaland Afri- 
cans are to fear subordination to the 
Rhodesias. Second, instead of preventing 
trouble, his chajlenge to the African orga- 
nisation will stimulate and spread resist- 
ance throughout Central Africa and will 
incite racial feeling all over the con- 
tinent. 

Third, Britain retains responsibility in 
Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland, So far 
from following Sir Edgar Whitehead’s ex- 
ample, we must meet the danger he has 
let loose by recognising the just claims of 
the Africans of Nyasaland and making it 
clear that our aim is a democratic Central 
Africa in which racial privilege is ended. 

We do not yet appreciate how serious 
the conflict in Central Africa is becoming. 
It is the greatest test we have faced in the 
whole continent. It may become the 
gravest conflict in British imperial history 
since the long struggle of India for the 
equality and independence of its people. 


CND news in brick 


Efforts are being made in Hull by trade 
unionists and others to organise a public 
protest at the rocket sites now under 
day and night construction within 30 
miles of the heavily populated West 
Riding of Yorkshire. 

Sir Richard Acland will be the speaker at 
a Combined Universities Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament Iecture at 11 a.m. 
at the Conway Hall on Saturday, March 
14. 

Essex County Council has been asked to 
oppose the building of rocket bases in 
the county by a conference representing 
11 organisations—trade unions, trades 
councils, Campaign for Nuclear Disarma- 
ment and peace committees’ representa- 
tives. 


TERMS: Cash with order, 3d. per word, min. 
2s. 6d. (Box No. 1s. extra). Please don’t send stamps 
in payment, except for odd pence. Address for Box 
No. replies: Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., London, 


N.4. 
MEETINGS 
“ANY QUESTIONS ON PEACE” on Monday, 
March 9, at Friends Meeting House, Ordnance Rd., 
Southampton, 8 p.m. Members of the team: Mr. 
R. Boniface, Sec.. Southampton PPU. Cllr. Ww. 
Stearn, and a representative of the Trades Council 
and the Peace Council. 
CALLING ALL WOMEN. International Women's 
Day Celebration at Holborn Hall. Grays Inn Rd., 
W.C.1. Sunday, March 8 at 7 p.m. Chairman: Mrs. 
D. N. Pritt. Artists; Anna Pollak, Martin Lawrence, 
Bruce Turner. Tickets 1s. at door. 
ACCOMMODATION 
HOMELY ACCOMMODATION and jolly good 
food for visitors and permanent guests. CANonbury 
1340. Telkea Shayler, 27 Hamilton Pk., London, N.5. 


HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 
AMID THE ROMANTIC scenery of the Yorkshire 
Dales. Manor House, Burnsali (Wharfedale’s love- 
liest village) provides homely accommodation. Boat- 
ing, fishing, beautiful walks. 7-8 gns. weekly. Letters 
via Skipton. Brochure. 


AT BROOK LINN Vegetarian Guest House, 
Callander, Perthshire, there is comfort, excellent 
food, good company, invigorating air and lovely 


mountain scenery. Brochure on request. Mrs. Muriel 
Choffin. Callander 103. 

A VEGETARIAN GUEST HOUSE in the heart 
of the Lake District, Rothay Bank, Grasmere, 
Westmorland, offers comfortable rooms and expertly 
planned meals, attention to those 1equiring rest aa 
well as facilities for walkers, climbers, motorists. 
Large garden with views of fells.—Isabel James, 
Telephone: Grasmere 334. 

BREAKFAST IN BED and other free services in 
this friendly Hotel used by Christian and public- 
spirited people in Britain's Best Climate (Official 
Town claim). Rooms available now in our nearby 
Annexe adjoining Rose Gardens, sheltered yet open 
south view of sea. ‘Phone Hastings 4784, or write 
for illustrated and informative brochures to Norman- 
hurst Private Hotel, Sea-front, St. Leonards, Sussex. 

COTSWOLD HILLS. COTTAGE Guest House; 
excellent centre; good food; 17s. 6d. daily; 5 gns. 
weekly (afternoon teas extra). Brochure: Lilla Tans- 
ley, Yew Trees, Cockleford, Cowley, Cheltenham. 

FARM—GUEST HOUSE, near coast, welcomes 


families. Babies free till May 1. Every facility. 
Woodpeckers, Wymynswold, nr. Canterbury. Bar- 
ham 319. 


FRINTON-ON-SEA. GEM OF East Coast. Peace- 
ful and uncommercialised. Charming house over- 
looking famous greensward and sea. Entirely vegetar- 
ian food reform. August fully booked. Children wel- 
comed. Lilian and Aldo Vezza, Sandy Point, 
Esplanade. Tel. 691. 

HOVE. Food Reform Hote!, 3 mins. sea. Highest 
standard Vegetarian catering, including fish if 
desired (no meat). Mr. and Mrs. Golding (formerly 
of Swanage), Waveney Hotel, 42 Brunswick Place. 
Phone: Hove 38474. 

KESWICK—Visit the Lake District for your 
holiday this year. Highfield Vegetarian Guest House, 
The Heads, offers beautiful scenery, good food, 
comfort and friendly atmosphere. Tel. 508 or write 
Anne Coupe (nee Horner). 

NEWQUAY, CORNWALL. Excellent for Early 
Holidays. Corisande Guest House, Pentire, Newquay. 
Bathing from house. Conducted excursions. Good 
food. Comfortable. Well recommended. Exceptionally 
good value. Brochure No.4 free from Douglas 
Bishop, ‘‘ Littlestone,’’ Ashcombe Road, Dawlish, 
Devon. Tel. 2151. 

NORTH WALES. Vegetarian and vegan guest 
house near mountains and sea. Beach hut available. 
Lovely woodland garden.. Compost-grown fruit and 
vegetables. Brochure from Jeannie and George Lake, 
Pias-Y-Coed, Penmaen Park, Lianfairfechan. Tel. 
161. V.C.A. Member. 

SEA PALLING, NORFOLK. Quiet Village, Broads 
District. Wonderful sands, best weather in Britain ! 
Good food (vegetarian optional), all mod. con- 
veniences, friendly atmosphere. ‘‘ Woodbine '’ Guest 
House. Hickling 236. 

SNOWDONIA NATIONAL -PARK. Vegetarian 
Guest House overlooking Cardigan Bay. Mountains, 
sea bathing and sands. Also furnished rooms, own 
kitchen. Trevor and Mary Jepson, Brackenhutst, 
Fairbourne, Merioneth. 

PERSONAL 


GARDEN CATALOGUE. Post free from R. 
Rule, Seedsman, Shirley Terminus, Southampton. 

INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL. Clause 83 of the 
International Sanitary Regulations allows objectors 
to vaccination to enter other countries without vac- 
cination certificates. Further information from 
National Anti-Vaccination League,, 2nd Floor, 26/28 
Warwick Way, London, S.W.1!. 

PHOTOGRAPHS—AT YOUR HOME or in my 
Studio. Also Weddings. Functions, Parties. J. R. 
Sandy. 6 Gerrard St., London, W.!. Ger 0363. 

THE Woodford and District Peace Committee 
mourns the passing of Jean, wife of Dr. Samuel 
Smith, and the Committee expresses condolence to 
the family. 

WAR RESISTERS' INTERNATIONAL welcomes 


‘gifts of foreign stamps and undamaged air mail 


covers. Please send to WRI, 88 Park Ave., Enfield, 


Middlesex. 
LITERATURE 


CONTACT—a South African Liberal fortnightly 
with inside news of the struggle against apartheid 
and colonialism. 6 months 12s., 12 months £1 3s. 6d. 
Box 1979, Cape Town. South Africa. 

FREE INTRODUCTION. Send us the names and 
addresses of friends likely to be interested in Peace 
News. They will receive complimentary copies and 
an invitation to take eight weeks’ trial subscription 
a 2s. 6d. Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, London, 


4. 

*“* LIBERTE "' the French pacifist monthly. 14s. 
a year, 7s. six month. (US $2 seamail, $4 airmail 
a year) from Housmans (Peace News bookshop), 3 
Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 

PEACE NEWS LIBRARY requires Vols. I and IL 
of Keesings Contemporary Archives  (pre-1937). 
Offers to 3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 

QUAKERISM. Information and literature respect- 
ing the Faith and Practice of the Religious Society 
of Friends, free on application to Friends Home 
Service Cttee., Friends House, Euston Road, Lon- 
don. N.W.1. 

THE BAPTIST PACIFIST FELLOWSHIP invites 
your support. For details of membership write: Rev. 
Leslie Worsnip, 63 Loughborough Rd., Quorn, Leics. 

FOR SALE 

PEACE POSTCARDS. ‘‘ Two Mules"’ and 
Gandhi quotations, each 9d. doz. (postage 2d.). 
Housmans, 3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 

SITUATIONS VACANT 

PEACE NEWS OFFICE is open up to 9 p.m. 
every Wednesday evening for the sale of books and 
stationery, and for voluntary help with the despatch 
of Peace News. Visitors welcomed. (Mon. to Fri. 
8.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m.) 3 Blackstock Rd. (above Fish 
& Cook, Stationers), Finsbury Park: (nr. sta.), N.4. 
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£11,000,000,000 
for ‘defence’ 
delirium 


H-BOMB 


Three actions against 
genocide 


"THE Direct Action Committee against Nuclear War has been very active 

in the last few weeks. Most of its activity has been concentrated on the 
“No Votes for the H-bomb ” campaign in the S.-W. Norfolk by-election. The 
three biggest towns in the constituency Swaffham, Downham Market and East 
Dereham have been canvassed. Polling day is March 25. 


The results of the canvass are: Number 
of people canvassed 1,184, against the “No 
Votes” campaign 966, for the campaign 
168, uncertain 50, 


About 40 people have taken part in the 
campaign, including three school teachers 


from Swaffham, who gave up their holiday. 


to help, and Herbert Palmer, who was for 
20 years a Norwich City Councillor, 


PARTIES 


"THE British Defence debate took the course it has consistently taken since the 

war. Mr. Sandys opened it by re-stating the case for the ‘‘massive deterrent” 
theory. He re-stated it in the flippant terms that now seem to be a character- 
istic of all debates about the future of humanity. “ We cannot put our money 
on all the horses like the Americans can, and we therefore have to back our 
fancy. As the House knows, we have chosen the Blue Streak, liquid-fuel land 


based rocket sited underground.” 


The Opposition put down an amendment 
which showed that their only disagreement 
with the Government is a tactical one. 
The amendment read: “This House 
regrets the continued failure of Her 
Majesty’s Government to produce a 
coherent and effective defence policy, and 
deplores the fact that despite a total 
defence expenditure of more than 
£11,000,000,000 since 1951 there continue 
to be grave inadequacies in the armament 
and equipment of Her Majesty’s forces.” 


Labour loves deterrents 


Mr. George Brown (Labour shadow 
Defence Minister) emphasised the bipar- 
tisan nature of defence policy when he 
said: 


“¥ have taken my share of responsi- 
bility for the belief in the deterrent 
theory, and still do. I have taken my 
personal responsibility for a belief in an 
independent British deterrent, and I still 
do. I shirk none of this. I take my 
personal responsibility for a belief in the 
need to deter at other levels and with 
other weapons.” 


Mr. Charles Hobson (Labour) made the 
point even clearer when he interrupted Mr. 
Henry Usborne’s (Labour) statement that 
he was ashamed that Britain was in the 
nuclear club to say “I am proud that my 
nation is in, and I make no apology for 
saying so. Can my hon. Friend explain 


how added security is given to Britain as 
a result of her not possessing the atomic 
bomb ?” 


The Liberal Party's position on defence 
was made clear by the speech of Mr. 
Grimond, the leader of the Party. He 
urged that “the nuclear deterrent should 
be held by the West on behalf of the West 
as a whole and not by individual countries 
in the West . . . whether we can in fact 
afford to give up what tactical atomic 
weapons we have at the moment I should 
not like to say.” (Tactical atomic weapons 
include atomic bombs of the kind that 
were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.) 


Mr. Zilliacus was the only Labour mem- 


»ber who advocated the unilateral renuncia- 


tion of the H-bomb by Britain. He des- 
cribed British defence policy as “a tissue 
of mendacity and make believe. It is an 
audacious fraud practised on the people 
and it is fooling no one, except possibly 
those who invented the policy and tried to 
pass it off on the country.” 


A Conservative’s plea 


Apart from this tolerated intervention 
by Mr, Zilliacus the only — other 
criticism of the Defence White Paper was 
Mr. Anthony Head, a former Conservative 
Minister of War. Suggesting that this 
country had concentrated on nuclear arms 
to the exclusion of other important things, 
Mr. Head said: 


“It is my belief that if things con- 


The Committee has also begun work on 
its project to get workers to leave the 
Watton rocket base in Norfolk, now under 
construction. Will Warren is in charge of 
the project. So far 12 villages in the 
Watton area have been leafleted and two 
villages canvassed. The Wanstead Youth 
Group of the Campaign for Nuclear Dis- 
armament has taken an active part in this 
project, 

On Monday last the Committee organ- 
ised a lobby of the House of Commons in 
an effort to persuade MPs who are in 
favour of the unilateral renunciation of 
the H-bomb to vote against the Defence 
Estimates. About 80 people took part in 
the lobby. 


Anybody who wishes to help the Com- 
mittee in any way should get in touch with 
it at 344 Seven Sisters Rd., N.4, (STA 
7062)., 


Letter from Aldermaston 


The Direct Action Committee has re- 
ceived the following letter from a worker 
who recently resigned from his position at 
the Aldermaston Atomic Weapons Research 
Establishment : 


“IT have recently resigned my position 
on the clerical staff of the Atomic Weapons 
Research Station at Aldermaston mainly on 
account of the moral position, 


“If I can do anything at home to for- 
ward your cause, please let me know. 


“Unfortunately my health will not allow 
me to take any outside duties, but if I can 
be of use in a clerical capacity, let me 
know. 


“Also | live within two miles from 
Aldermaston, and should your representa- 
tives be in the neighbourhood, maybe [ 
could be of material assistance, but please 
phone if any of you are in this locality.” 
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Nyasaland 


m FROM PAGE ONE 


policy will be tn 1960 when the constitu- 
tion of the Federation will be reviewed. 


The militant demand by Sir Roy Welen- 
sky’s Government for independence for the 
Federation in 1960 has caused widespread 
dismay and fears among Africans in Cen- 
tral Africa. The absence of a clearly stated 
British policy in reply to Sir Roy Welen- 
sky’s campaign has contributed to the dete- 
rioration in race relations and to political 
upheaval. 


All friends of Central Africa will join 
in counselling African and European 
leaders to avoid the use of force to achieve 
their ends. But we cannot refrain from 
pointing out that recent events are a warn- 
ing to the five governments responsible for 
Central Africa that their present policies 
may have disastrous effects not only on the 
Federation itself but on wider British and 
African interests throughout the continent. 


CONWAY HALL MEETING 


The statement is signed by Lord Heming- 
ford, Elizabeth Pakenham, A. Creech 
Jones, Trevor Huddleston, Laura Grimond, 
Peter Calvorcoressi, Mary Benson, Peter 
Parker and Michael Scott, 


The Movement for Colonial Freedom 
has taken the Conway Hall for a meeting 
on Monday, March 16. John Stonehouse, 
MP, will be one of the speakers, 


Guy Clutton-Brock, the founder of St. 
Faith's Mission farm in S, Rhodesia has 
been arrested by the police. St, Faith's is 
a Christian inter-racial community and was 
founded to give Africans experience in run- 
ning a farm. Guy Clutton-Brock was one 
of the very few Europeans who joined the 
African National Congress, He has con- 
sistently urged that the Congress should 
use non-violent methods. 


Arlo Tatum has sent a telegram on be- 
half of the War Resisters’ International to 
Sir Roy Welensky, the Prime Minister of 
the Central African Federation asking that 
Guy Clutton-Brock be released imme- 
diately, 


tinue as they are now, if the trend of 
events continues and we do nothing to 
stem it, within ten years, or maybe less, 
the vast majority of South-East Asia, the 
Middle East and Central and Northern 
Africa will either be under Communist 
Governments, or will, politically and 
economically have their affiliations to the 
East rather than the West. . AS a 
result of this there has grown within me 


the increasing conviction that we are 

losing the ideological war—the battle for 

men’s minds.” 

One of the most disturbing features of 
the debate for pacifists was the emphasis 
by Labour spokesmen on the need for 
other forms of defence besides nuclear 
weapons. This suggests that the Labour 
Party might well think it necessary to re- 
tain conscription. 


[7 is not new for a Briltish Prime 

Minister, and a Conservative one 
at that, to talk about negotiations in 
terms that sound positively pacifist. 
“ Jaw, Jaw, Jaw, not War. War, War” 
was said by Winston Churchill, not 
by Dick Sheppard. 


Nevertheless the whole background of 
negotiation as urged by pacifists is entirely 
different, and is, in fact, so dissimilar in 
its conception of the word that it takes on 
a quite different meaning from that in 
which most people interpret it. 

Negotiations between military Powers 
have always taken place against a back- 
ground of possible war. There have been 
no negotiations between the Great Powers 
since the Sccond World War, either 
through their Foreign Offices or by the 
leaders themselves, that have not had a 
background of atomic or nuclear weapons. 


The so-called Summit talks at Geneva 
came to no conclusion other than one that 
was already known, and needed no Summit 
Conference to discover, that a third world 
war would destroy the human race, and 
since there was, at that moment in time, a 
parity between the Powers in nuclear 
weapons, it was taken that this equality 
would mean no nuclear war. “ There ain't 
goin’ to be no war,” shouted Mr. Mac- 


follow. . 


1958. 


millan, on his 


return. 


It is to be assumed, therefore, that what- 
ever other matters were discussed, the first 
move at the Summit talks on that occasion 
was that all the participants laid upon the 
table their nuclear weapons as a prelim- 
inary to discussion. Having shown their 
hands, talks began which were supposed to 
be negotiations. It is litthke wonder that no 
teal progress was made in the settlement 
of major difficulties, many of which had 
been brought into existence through the 
post-war treaties between the Western 
Powers and their one-time allies. 

The idea that negotiations backed up by 


the threat of ultimate force can be success- 


then Foreign Secretary, 


By Sybil Morrison 


‘Jaw, Jaw, Jaw’ 


. the talks so far with the Russian Government leaders have been for 
us a valuable preparation for the wider international negotiations that must 
.. It remains my firm belief that differences between nations can, 
and should be, resolved by negotiations... 
could settle some at least of the differences between nations, and if we could 
thereby dispel suspicions and the fear of war peoples all over the world would 
feel a great sense of relicf. .. —Mr. Macmillan, Prime Minister, February 27, 


if by successful negotiations we 


——————————————— 
ful to prevent war has been proved to be 
utterly erroneous on more than one occa- 
sion. War itself has been proved to be a 
futile and abortive method of settlement 
of any major differences of opinion, or 
conflict of interests. 

In order to achieve victory in war any 
expedient is reckoned to be justifiable, 
from embracing, as an ally, a dictatorship 
that was morally abhorrent, to using a 
weapon of total destruction on innocent 
and helpless people which has proved to 
be the precursor of the H-bomb and all its 
satellite horrors. 

In order to win a round in negotiations 
the same kind of tactics are used; what has 
come to be called the “cold war” is not 


in any degree different from what used to 
be called a “war of nerves.” In other 
words, a quite blatant threat, if either one 
side or the other tries to drive too hard a 
bargain, or refuses to make any concession 
towards a possible formula for agreement, 
to use military strength instead of a scettle- 
ment. 

The fact is that all the “jaw” in the 
world is not going to be effective for settle- 
ment unless there is a genuine will to find 
agreement, and a willingness to concede 


something in the interests of the peoples 
concerned. 


Moreover, however much either Mac- 
millan or Khrushchov, Adenauer or Eisen- 
hower may “jaw, jaw, jaw,” there can be 
no settlement, and there will be no peace, 
until the weapons which are laid threaten- 
ingly upon the table are thrown away 
before the negotiators draw up their chairs. 


When the weapons have thus been dis- 
carded, threats will have no place at the 
discussions; when the method of war has 
been abandoned as the immoral and futile 
means that it is, then and only then, can 
there be “ jaw, jaw, jaw,” with the absolute 
certainty that there will be no “ war, war, 
war.” 


Published by Peace News Ltd., 3 Blackstock Road, 
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